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John F. Reid

John F. Reid, ASABE Fellow, is the 
recipient of the 2026 Cyrus Hall McCormick Jerome 
Increase Case Gold Medal for establishing computer 
vision guidance and autonomous systems as foun-
dational technologies that transformed agricultural 
mechanization from research to worldwide practice.
	 Reid is the executive director of the Center for 
Digital Agriculture and a research professor at the 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. He leads 
interdisciplinary programs advancing digital tech-
nologies impact on agriculture, including AI-enabled 
decision support, agricultural robotics, and farm pro-
duction system integration. He works with faculty, 
industry, and government partners to develop and 
deploy scalable solutions for agricultural automation 
and autonomy. His responsibilities include strategic 
leadership of multi-institutional research initiatives, 
development of industry partnerships, and advance-
ment of education and workforce programs in digital 
agriculture.
	 Reid is a pioneer in agricultural automation, 
robotics, and machine vision whose work spans the 
full innovation lifecycle, from foundational research, 
to global commercialization. His early research 
established computer vision guidance for agricultural 
machinery, forming a basis for modern autonomous 
farming systems. At John Deere, he led enterprise-
wide development of robotics, sensing, and 
autonomy technologies, and as Director of Product 
Technology and Innovation, he advanced the com-
pany’s global innovation strategy and accelerated 
deployment of precision agriculture solutions. He has 
contributed to the development of machine percep-
tion, sensor fusion, and autonomous vehicle systems 

now widely adopted in agricultural equipment. His 
work has influenced global agricultural productiv-
ity, efficiency, and sustainability. Since returning to 
academia, he has led major initiatives in digital agri-
culture, including National Science Foundation and 
USDA-funded programs focused on AI, autonomy, 
and circular bioeconomy systems.
	 A 43-year member of ASABE, Reid has a long his-
tory of service to the society, including serving on the 
ASABE Board of Trustees and the ASABE Foundation 
Board. He is the founding chair of the ASABE Circular 
Bioeconomy Systems Institute. His professional excel-
lence has been recognized with his election to the 
National Academy of Engineering in 2019, and he 
was inducted as an ASABE Fellow in 2004. He is also 
a fellow of the International Academy of Agricultural 
and Biosystems Engineering.
	 Reid’s extensive contributions are documented 
in numerous peer-reviewed publications, garner-
ing over 8,700 citations with an h-index of 50. He 
holds more than 30 patents in agricultural sensing, 
automation, and autonomous systems technologies. 
His professional engagement also includes service as 
chair of the Innovation Research Interchange and the 
Board of Directors for Fraunhofer USA.


