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Dirk E. Maier, PE

Dirk E. Maier, PE, ASABE Fellow, is the 
recipient of the 2026 Kishida International Award 
for enhancing food and nutrition security world-
wide through development and delivery of innova-
tive engineering for stored product protection and 
feed technology.
	 Maier is a professor at Iowa State University 
(ISU), where he holds appointments in the agricul-
tural and biosystems engineering, animal science, 
and food science and nutrition departments. He 
serves as the director of the $35 million ISU Kent 
Feed Mill and Grain Science Complex, a facility he 
was instrumental in envisioning, fundraising, and 
operationalizing, and leads the International Grain 
and Feed Industry Academy. His administrative and 
teaching roles involve overseeing professional staff, 
graduate students, and the novel Feed Technology 
& Mill Management Traineeship program, which 
prepares students for the global bioproducts indus-
try.
	 Maier is recognized as a leading authority in 
stored product protection and feed technology, 
having secured over $30 million in external grants 
across his career at Purdue University, Kansas State 
University, and Iowa State University. He estab-
lished the Middle East and Africa Training Center 
for Feed Manufacturing in Tunisia, a collaborative 
project funded by the U.S. Departments of State 
and Agriculture that has trained over 800 industry 
professionals. At ISU, he has hosted and trained 
scholars and industry visitors from dozens of coun-
tries, including Nigeria, Thailand, Brazil, and Ghana. 
In his role as the Responsible Engineer-in-Charge 

for the Engineers Without Borders ISU student 
chapter, he recently oversaw the completion of 
a major water distribution project for a school of 
1,000 students in Ghana. This provides 20,000 liters 
daily through a 1-mile pipeline to a senior high 
boarding school that used to secure water from 
boreholes by walking up to 2 miles each way.
	 A 40-year member of ASABE, Maier was 
inducted as an ASABE Fellow in 2018. Maier has 
received numerous awards, including the Sukup 
Global Food Security award and the Nolan Mitchell 
Young Extension Worker award. In addition to his 
leadership within ASABE, he is a member of the 
Pan-Africa Association of Agricultural Engineers, 
the Grain Elevator and Processing Society, and the 
Order of the Engineer.
	 He has published 106 peer-reviewed journal 
articles focused on ozone efficacy in stored grains, 
pellet quality, and discrete element modeling, with 
his work receiving extensive citations. Throughout 
his career, he has served as major professor for 40 
graduate students and sponsored 14 postdoctoral 
scholars since 1992 from across the U.S. and around 
the world.


