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Farzaneh Khorsandi is the recipient of
the 2026 SMV Technologies Ergonomics, Safety,
and Health Award for her pioneering research,
which has transformed agricultural safety through
engineering innovation, Al-driven solutions, and
national leadership in ATV and machinery safety.

As an associate professor of extension at the
University of California, Davis, Khorsandi leads
research and extension programs dedicated to
agricultural safety and health. Her work focuses on
agricultural vehicle safety, including tractors and
ATVs, predicting heat-related illnesses among work-
ers, and advancing safety for emerging technolo-
gies, including robotics, drones, and agrivoltaics.
She serves as the principal investigator for three
major centers, the Western Center for Agricultural
Health and Safety (WCAHS), the National Children’s
Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety,
and the Advanced Highway Maintenance and
Construction Technology Center. She is also the
director of the WCAHS Pilot/Feasibility Program and
co-director of CalAgrAbility.

Her leadership extends to federal and state
policy, where she has contributed to briefings for
the California Governor’s office and federal policy-
makers in Washington, D.C., including congressional
representatives and senators, to advance agricul-
tural safety research. She has collaborated with
state and national agencies, including the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, the
(alifornia Division of Occupational Safety and
Health, Caltrans, and the California Department of
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Pesticide Regulation.

Khorsandi currently serves as Pl for more than
$3 million across five projects and has contributed
to over $17 million across eight additional projects.
She also developed the first ATV safety test station
in the United States. She also leads specialized
initiatives focused on the safety and support of
youth, women, and physically challenged farmers.
A 13-year member of ASABE, Khorsandi served
as the chair of the Ergonomics, Safety, and Health
community of ASABE and contributed to 15 dif-
ferent agricultural safety and health committees,
boards, and coalitions. She has received ASABE's
Outstanding Associate Editor award, Outstanding
Reviewer award, a Superior Paper award, and was
recognized as an ASABE New Face of Engineering.

Khorsandi has authored over 40 refereed
journal publications and holds two foreign patents,
with a U.S. patent currently in process. She has
delivered more than 300 presentations on her
research and has mentored numerous graduate and
undergraduate students, fostering the next genera-
tion of safety and health professionals in the field.
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