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Grant Johnson is the 2026 recipient of the
Roger R. and Laura M. Yoerger Preprofessional
Engineer of the Year award for being an outstand-
ing student with significant industry and research
experience, involvement, and service with ASABE.

Johnson is a dual-major student majoring in
biological engineering with a concentration in
bioprocessing and a second major in philosophy,
graduating in December 2026. He currently serves
as a circularity intern at North Carolina State
University where he collaborates with biomanufac-
turing companies including Novo Nordisk, Grifols,
and Novonesis to identify sustainable and economi-
cal avenues for various waste streams.

Johnson’s current research involves studying
the impact of various factors focusing on nutrient
recovery, water reuse, and process integration on
industrial ecosystems, aiming to establish optimal
conditions for sustainable biomanufacturing.
Specific projects include identifying high-volume
waste streams from local pharmaceutical facilities
and performing technoeconomic assessment to
gauge technological viability in order to formulate
an industrial symbiosis within the Research Triangle
Park region, significantly improving local resource
management, and reducing environmental foot-
prints. Previously, he worked as an undergraduate
research assistant focusing on lab-scale anaerobic
digestion, where he analyzed microbial conver-
sion processes to enhance biogas production and
organic waste stabilization. This research happened
in parallel to senior design in which his team
developed improved lab scale lipid quantification
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methodology and generated feedstock based pre-
dictive models for anaerobic digestion yield. He has
gained technical expertise through industry intern-
ship roles, including serving as a Clean Utilities
Engineering intern at Fujifilm Biotechnologies in
2025 working on projects to improve utility opera-
tor safety, and as a Process Engineering intern at
Exyte in 2024 designing efficient facility utility
systems.

Johnson’s major professional accomplishments
include securing highly competitive positions
within the global biopharmaceutical supply chain,
providing direct support for facility design and
utility optimization at Fujifilm and Exyte, and pre-
paring for an upcoming role as a manufacturing sci-
ence intern at Eli Lilly. Beyond his core engineering
work, Johnson actively contributes to the scientific
and ethical community through leadership and
engagement within the Thomas Jefferson Scholars
Program. He is a member of Alpha Epsilon and has
won prestigious awards including the BAE Senior
Award for Humanities.
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