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Roselle Barretto is the recipient of the 2026
Pharos of Alexandria Global Learning award for his
outstanding leadership, scholarship, and global
engagement.

Barretto is a postdoctoral researcher at the USDA
Forest Service—Forest Products Laboratory, where he
conducts research on protein-based wood adhesives.
His work focuses on protein modification and adhe-
sive formulation to improve wet bond performance
in sustainable wood products. He collaborates with
federal and industry partners to advance transla-
tional applications and contributes to grant develop-
ment, research design, and technical writing. Barretto
completed his PhD in biological and agricultural
engineering at Kansas State University in 2025.

Barretto has demonstrated significant leader-
ship and engagement within ASABE. He currently
serves as the Publications Council representative
for the Young Professionals Community executive
committee. He previously served as the inaugural
E-2050 global engagement representative, hosting
a three-part global collaboration webinar series that
features experts from across the US and Philippines.
His ASABE distinctions include first place in the 2023
Ethics Essay competition and third place in the 2024
Boyd Scott Graduate Research Award competition.

Barretto’s career is marked by over 60 interna-
tional, regional, and university honors. In addition
to being named the 2025 Outstanding Graduate
Student by the Kansas City Institute of Food
Technologist and 2024 Biological and Agricultural
Engineering Graduate Student of the Year, he has
received numerous awards for diversity and inclusion,
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including the Commerce Bank Presidential Award for
Enhancing Multiculturalism. He was also a national
recipient of the Phi Kappa Phi literacy grant for his
initiative, “Science in the Mountains,” which promotes
STEM literacy for indigenous youth. For his disserta-
tion on hempseed protein adhesives, he received
the University Distinguished Professors Excellence

in Doctoral Studies award, the university’s highest
honor for PhD candidates. His academic success is
further highlighted by a USDA-National Institute of
Food and Agriculture Competitive Research Support
award, a Phi Kappa Phi graduate research grant, and
his selection as a finalist for the international Quad
Fellowship.

Barretto has authored 14 peer-reviewed publica-
tions, 7 industrial magazine articles, and has several
manuscripts currently in progress and under review.
His expertise in protein analysis and adhesive testing
has earned top-cited article recognitions from several
journals. He also serves as a reviewer for more than
10 high-impact journals.

Barretto has held several significant leader-
ship roles, serving as a two-term president of the
Philippine Student Association and a youth repre-
sentative for the Alliance for Modernizing African
Agrifood Systems to name a few.
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