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Laura Christianson
Laura Christianson, PE, is the recipient of the 2020 Larry W. Turner Young Extension
Professional award for outstanding contributions
in significantly advancing the design and implementation of denitrifying bioreactors through her
applied research and outreach program.
Christianson is an assistant professor in the
Department of Crop Sciences at the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. She established the
Illinois Drainage Research and Outreach Program
(I-DROP) focusing on agricultural drainage and
conservation practices. The outreach and public
engagement goal of I-DROP is to increase knowledge about conservation drainage practices across a
variety of audiences to advance toward water quality goals. Christianson’s outreach activities convey
new and practical information about how to design
and manage conservation practices like denitrifying
bioreactors, saturated buffers, controlled drainage,
and cover crops and how these practices reduce
water pollution. This public engagement ties closely
to her applied research, and necessarily involves
unique groups of stakeholders ranging from those
with producers, drainage contractors, and crop advisors to state and federal agency administrators.
A 20-year member of ASABE, Christianson
served as a member of the ASABE Executive Issues
Management and Social Action committee and on
the Natural Resources and Environment Systems
Drainage committee. She also maintains membership with the American Society of Agronomy. She
is the incoming vice chair of the Environmental
Quality Section and is a former leader of Managing

Denitrification in Agronomic Systems Community.
She is an associate editor of the Journal of
Environmental Quality and was the science
communications editor of Journal of Environmental
Quality.
Christianson is author or coauthor of 49 peerreviewed articles, one published database, one
book chapter, and more than 20 other publications,
reports, and extension-style articles. Throughout
her career, Christianson has received a number of
awards, most recently she received the University
of Illinois College of Agricultural, Consumer, and
Environmental Sciences College Faculty award for
Excellence in Extension in 2020. She also received
the University of Illinois Urbana Champaign Crop
Sciences Department Wyffels Hybrids award
for faculty excellence. In 2018, she received the
Inspiring Young Scientist for the American Society of
Agronomy Environmental Quality section. In 2011,
she was named an ASABE New Face of Engineering
and in 2010, she traveled to New Zealand as a
Fulbright Fellow. In 2008, she received the ASABE
Robert Stewart Engineering-Humanities award and
has received several ASABE Educational Aids Blue
Ribbon awards.
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Paul Davidson is the recipient of the 2020
A.W. Farrall Young Educator award for outstanding
contributions in engineering education and dedication to mentoring of graduate and undergraduate
students.
Davidson is an assistant professor in agricultural
and biological engineering at the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. In this role, he teaches
courses in agricultural and biological engineering
and technical systems management (TSM). In
addition, he oversees the TSM program, providing
the lead in curriculum development and advising.
Davidson is a faculty mentor for Engineers Without
Borders, advising and traveling with student teams
to locate and access new drinking water sources
in small mountainous communities in Guatemala.
Davidson has also led a study abroad program to
South Africa since 2015. In 2017, he received USDA
funding to expand the program to include a biological component, initiating the Wildlife Engineers
Co-managing Agriculture and Nature (WE CAN)
program for underrepresented minority undergraduate students.
In addition to his teaching responsibilities, he
conducts research on improving and maintaining
surface water systems by reducing the transport of
nutrients, pathogens, and pesticides from agricultural and urban systems to waterways. Davidson’s
expertise led to him being involved in regional
multi-state efforts to reduce nutrient runoff to surface water systems, as well as state efforts through
the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy Policy

Working Group and the Illinois Nutrient Monitoring
Council.
A 16-year member of ASABE, Davidson is a
longstanding member of the Natural Resources and
Environmental Systems Drainage Group. He is also
a member of the Alpha Epsilon Honor Society and
the Water and Environment Federation. He is the
Illini Ag Mech Student Club faculty advisor and he
helped found and serves as the faculty advisor for
Illini Urban Farmers.
Davidson is author or coauthor of 18 peerreview journal articles, 3 book chapters, and more
than 25 conference presentations. Throughout
his career, Davidson has received a number of
awards. Most recently, he received the College of
Agricultural Consumer and Environmental Sciences
(ACES) University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
Faculty award for Excellence in Teaching in 2020.
He also received the North American Colleges
of Teachers in Agricultural Educator award. In
addition, he has received several Department of
Agricultural and Biological Engineering at the
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign teaching
excellence awards. He has also been placed on the
List of Teachers listed as Excellent at the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign several times.
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