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Maury Salz,  retired president and managing R&D 
director, CLAAS Omaha, is being honored for impactful 
ASABE leadership and innovative engineering contribu-
tions that advanced the agricultural machinery industry 
at Case IH, Deere, and CLAAS.
	 Salz retired from CLAAS Omaha in 2020. He con-
tinues his active service to others in retirement through 
mentorship with the ASABE Foundation and the ASABE 

Circular Bioeconomy Systems Institute, leadership in the RISE initiative, and supporting 
small business leaders through SCORE-Omaha. He is also involved in the transformation 
of his family farm to utilize conservation practices and precision farming techniques.
	 Salz has over 40 years of experience in agricultural machinery development 
and production. He led CLAAS Omaha from 2001 to 2020, overseeing R&D, manufac-
turing, and other critical functions, tripling its capabilities and launching three major 
combine platforms. He successfully transitioned the company from a joint venture to 
full CLAAS ownership, increased North American sourced components from 5% to 50%, 
and achieved ISO9001 certification. He integrated North American customer needs into 
CLAAS’s global product development and championed open architecture for precision 
farming systems. Notably, he creatively avoided layoffs during a significant sales down-
turn in 2015, earning the CLAAS Omaha Fit 4 Growth award. He also received the CLAAS 
Omaha award for Top Achieving Production Company in 2017. Prior to CLAAS, he held 
various engineering and management roles at Deere, Case IH, and Bell Helicopter, con-
tributing to the development of tractors, combines, and military aircraft drive systems. 
	 A 27-year ASABE member, Salz served as ASABE president in 2017, focus-
ing on growth elements that led to the creation of the E-09 Performance Metrics and 
E-05/3 Digital Strategy committees. He also served on the ASABE Board of Trustees from 
2009-2011. He chaired the ASABE AIM 2023 Local Planning committee, implementing 
city involvement ideas that drastically increased AIM sponsorships. 
	 Salz has contributed to products developed receiving 29 AE50 Awards and 
is co-inventor on seven patents. He has written about the future of agricultural mecha-
nization for Resource Magazine. His awards include the CLAAS Omaha Top Achieving 
Production Company award, , the CLAAS of America New Production Introduction 
award for the 500 series, the Case IH Plant Manager award, the Case IH Commitment to 
Excellence award, the Case IH Chairman’s award, and the Case IH Employee of the Year 
award.


