Annual International Meeting

Marybeth Lima, PE, professor and department chair,
Louisiana State University, is being honored for fear-
lessly advocating incorporation of civic engagement
into engineering education and practice; and providing
clear examples for others to learn.

Lima serves as professor and department chair of
biological and agricultural engineering at Louisiana
State University (LSU). Her responsibilities include pro-
viding leadership for the department’s research, extension, and educational missions,
overseeing approximately 25 faculty and staff and 350 undergraduate and graduate
students. She also conducts research in engineering education and civic engagement.

A major accomplishment is her leadership of the LSU Community
Playground Project (LSUCPP), a long-standing engineering community engagement
program. Under her direction, 49 playgrounds have been built, with more in develop-
ment, meeting community-identified needs. As director, she has fostered collaborative
partnerships with communities across Louisiana, particularly in public schools and rural
areas, to co-design and construct playgrounds that address locally identified needs.
This project provides vital recreational spaces and also serves as a powerful educational
tool, allowing students to apply engineering principles in a real-world context. She
and her team have created a detailed “how to” quide that communities in other states
and countries have used to co-design and build community playgrounds. Additionally,
Lima has significantly advanced the field of engineering service-learning through her
scholarship. She co-authored the seminal textbook, Service-Learning: Engineering in
Your Community (Oxford University Press), which has become a widely adopted and
highly cited resource. This publication has played a crucial role in shaping the pedagogy
of engineering education, promoting the integration of service-learning into curricula
nationwide. Her work has fundamentally altered how engineers interact with their
communities. Another notable work is Building Playgrounds, Engaging Communities:
(reating Safe and Happy Places for Children (LSU Press).

A 27-year member of ASABE, Lima has served as a member and leader on
anumber of ASABE awards committees. She is also active in the American Society for
Engineering Education, holding officer positions in the biological and agricultural engi-
neering division and the community engagement division.

Lima has authored or coauthored more than 100 publications, includ-
ing peer-reviewed articles, books, and book chapters. Throughout her career, Lima
has received a number of awards, including the ASABE A.W. Farrall Young Educator
award. Other awards she has received including being inducted as a Fellow in the
American Institute of Medical and Biological Engineering and the American Society for
Engineering Education. She also received the Thomas Ehrlich Civically Engaged Faculty
award. Lima served as editor of the Journal of Community Engagement and Scholarship
(2016-2024).




